
Adinkra symbols 

 

 

Gye Nyame Except God. A symbol expressing the omnipotence of God. 
Probably the most popular Adinkra symbol. It is featured on 
Ghana's largest-denomination banknote, the 200 cedi note. 

 

Sankofa Go back and get it. A symbol of the wisdom of learning from 
the past to build for the future. From the Akan proverb, "Se 
wo were fi na wosan kofa a yenkyiri," meaning, "It is not 
taboo to go back for what you forgot (or left behind)." 

 

Odo Nnyew Fie 
Kwan 

Love does not lose its way home. Those led by love always 
end up in the right place. 

 

Denkyem Crocodile. A symbol of adaptability and cleverness 

 

Ananse Ntentan Spider's web. A symbol of wisdom, craftiness, creativity, and 
the complexities of life. It is the web of Ananse, the crafty 
spider who is preeminent in African folklore. 

 

Bi Nka Bi No one should bite another. A symbol of justice, fairplay, 
freedom, peace, forgiveness, unity, harmony, and the 
avoidance of conflict or strife. 
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